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Azahara Mufoz y Maria
Hernandez, componentes del
equipo espafiol que luchara por
el titulo en la European Nations
Cup que se celebra en La Sella
Golf, confian en realizar un gran
papel en este torneo
perteneciente al Ladies
European Tour que reune a
jugadoras de 18 paises, muchas
de ellas reconocidas como las
mejores de Europa y el mundo.

“Siempre es muy bonito defender
los colores de Esparia y ademas
en tu pais. Tenia claro que por
nada del mundo queria perderme
este torneo”, asegura la
malaguefia Azahara Mufioz a
escasas horas del comienzo de
la competicion, un pensamiento
y una determinacién compartida
por la navarra Maria Hernandez.

“Hemos jugado juntas en muchos
torneos por equipos cuando
éramos amateurs, pero esta sera
la primera vez que lo hagamos
como profesionales, y es algo
que nos apetece mucho a
ambas”, declara Maria
Hernandez.
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llusién y compenetracion son dos
factores fundamentales en esta
Copa de Europa Femenina que
alcanza su cuarta edicion, todas
ellas disputadas en La Sella Golf.
“Maria y yo tenemos un juego
bastante similar y pegamos
distancias parecidas. En principio
esto es bueno en un torneo asi”,
manifiesta Azahara Mufioz, una
opinién asimismo compartida por
Maria Hernandez: “Jugar tan
parecido puede ser un factor muy
interesante a nuestro favor,
aunque eso hay que verlo
cuando empiece el juego. Hemos
jugado ya 18 hoyos aqui y las
sensaciones son muy positivas”.
Al margen del resto de potentes
escuadras en pos del titulo
—Suecia, vigente campeona;
Inglaterra, Australia, Alemania,
Francia, ltalia, etc—, todas las
participantes se enfrentan con
un enemigo comun, el bello pero
complicado recorrido de La Sella
Golf.

El desafio comienza este jueves
y se prolonga hasta el domingo.
Espectaculo asegurado.

he Spanish pair of Maria
Hernandez and Azahara Mufioz
will be making their first European
Nations Cup appearance this
week at La Sella Golf Resort in
Alicante and are relishing the
opportunity to experience the
home gallery behind them.

“It's always nice to play for your
country and in your own country,”
said 23-year-old Mufioz, from
San Pedro near Malaga.

Hernandez, 25, from Pamplona,
added: “I's very nice to represent
Spain. It's our home country and
we've played for it when we were
amateurs but since we have been
professionals we don’t do it
anymore.”

The duo is teaming up in the
special 72-hole stroke play event,
which starts on Thursday. There
are 18 teams of two players from
different countries across Europe,
with two invited teams from
Australia and the USA.

Hernandez was clearly delighted
to be playing alongside her old
Spanish national team mate.

“We have played for many, many
years together on the European
teams representing our country
so we know each other pretty
well. It will be like playing two,
three or four years ago, so it's
nothing new for us,” said the 2010
Allianz Ladies Slovak Open
champion.

“We used to play the European

(™,

DEPORTE & BUSINESS

championships, it was six players,
but for two or three years | played
foursomes with her. | know | have
played with her in foursomes and
I'm going to guess, five or six
times.

“I think we are very similar players
so there will be consistency. |
think there are some holes where
it will be one of the other can play
more aggressive but our game
is very similar.”

Mufioz stressed that the
camaraderie in the Spanish team
will add to their advantage.
“l think it's going to be good
because we played a lot of golf
together in the European teams
and we played in the Junior
Solheim Cup. Our games are
really similar, we hit the ball
exactly the same distance and
we are pretty straight. | think it's
going to be like, when we play
the Valencian Cup, as long as
we play well, it's going to be pretty
similar for each other. It's not that
she hits it really far and then |
have a short shot or vice versa,”
said the 2009 Madrid Ladies
Masters champion.

After playing her first practice
round, Mufioz was impressed
with the quality of the course.
“I like it. | didn’t know what to
expect. The greens are rolling
really nice and the rough is thick
and it’s pretty narrow so | think
it's going to be a good test,” she
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La mascota de la Copa de
Europa Femenina es Birdy,
un simpatico personaje con
enorme cabeza de bola de
golf que siempre esta
maquinando la forma de
hacer menos golpes (sin
hacer trampas, por supuesto).
Birdy ha llegado ya a La
Sella, ha hecho muy buenas
migas con las jugadoras de
los distintos equipos y se ha
erigido en el alma de la
competicion. Este afio no
podra participar
representando a Espaiia,
pero quién sabe si en afios

La marca deportiva Poodle
se ha convertido en el nuevo
equipamiento oficial de la
European Nations Cup.
Todas las azafatas, el
personal voluntario que
asimismo hace posible la
celebracién de |la
competicion y los miembros
de la organizacién luciran
ropa de la marca Poodle
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venideros Birdy acompania a
Azahara Mufioz o a Maria
Hernandez. Esta entrenando
mucho y aprendiendo de las
mejores jugadoras del
mundo.

(www.poodle.eu), que
asimismo entregara un
regalo exclusivo a todos los
participantes del ProAm.

Con un disefio moderno e
innovador, todos los
productos de Poodle se
caracterizan por emplear
tejidos que incorporan la
ultima tecnologia.
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El ProAm de la Copa de
Europa Femenina 2011 ha
resultado muy futbolero,
aunque es cierto que han
asistido representantes de
muchos sectores de la vida
social valenciana. La
presencia de Didier Anelka,

En estos cuatro afios de vida
de la Copa de Europa
Femenina el color rosa ha
tomado un lugar preferente
en La Sella. Para que la
identificacion de color y torneo
no decaiga, la organizacion
varia todos los dias la
decoracion del hall de entrada
del hotel Denia Marriott, pero
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hermano y representante del
futbolista del Chelsea Nicolas
Anelka, y de Kiko Catalan,
presidente del Levante UD,
ha servido de nexo de unién
entre futbol y golf, los dos
deportes reyes en la
Comunitat Valenciana.
Ademas, gente de la musica
como Juan Luis Giménez, o
periodistas como Hugo Costa
y Manuel Elvira, del Golf+, y
Guillermo Salmerén, de
Radio Marca, han animado
un ProAm que ha tenido
como ganador al equipo de
Martina Gillen.

siempre con el rosa como
protagonista. En la vispera
del torneo, el original trofeo
que recibiran las ganadoras
descansaba entre bolas de
golf y la curiosa mirada de los
aficionados que ya se van
acercando a Denia para vivir
de cerca uno de los mayores
espectaculos deportivos.

Twitter se ha convertido en una herramienta de comunicacion muy poderosa. Sirve para conectar a millones de personas

de todas las partes del mundo... y en este caso sirve para que desde La Sella nuestras jugadoras cuenten al mundo cémo
es uno de los torneos mas peculiares del calendario. Cada dia os traeremos los mejores mensajes que las chicas han publicado sobre
la @EuroNationsCup. jDejad vosotros también vuestros mensajes y, si son originales, aqui los publicaremos!

EuroNationsCup

rapidos, rough alto. La Sella es un campazo. Sin duda alguna, este torneo es uno
de los mejores para las jugadoras.
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Birdy is the mascot of the
European Nations Cup, a

friendly person with a huge
golf ball head who is always
plotting how to make less
shots, without cheating of
course. Birdy has arrived at
La Sella and has made great
friends with all the players
from the different teams,
establishing herself at the
heart of the competition. This
year she isn’t able to
represent Spain but who
knows if in years to come
Birdy may be able to partner
Azahara Mufioz or Maria
Hernandez. She is training
hard and learning from the
best players in the world!

POODLE, OFICIAL KIT
OF EUROPEAN NATIOS CUP 2011

The sports brand Poodle has
designed the new kit for the
European Nation’s Cup. All
the officials and the
volunteers -without whom this
tournament would not be
possible - will be wearing
Poodle kit (www.poodle.eu).
Poodle will also give a special
present to all the players in
the ProAm of this 4th edition
of the ENC which takes place
on Wednesday before the
start of the tournament.

With their modern, innovative
designs all Poodle products
are distinguished by their use
of fabrics which include the
latest technology (100%
CapiDry) which not only fits
well but also keeps the body
at a constant temperature
throughout the day’s play.
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always with the colour pink

The European Nation’s Cup
2011 ProAm tournament has
become quite football focused
although it is true to say that
many different sectors of
Valencian social life are
represented too. Didier
Anelka -brother and
representative of the Chelsea
striker, Nicolas Anelka- and
Kiko Catalan,the Chairman
of Levante UD Footlbal Club,
unite the worlds of football
and golf, the two most
important sports in the
Valencian Community. Having
musician, Juan Luis Giménez,
and journalists Hugo Costa

In the 4 years of the European
Nations Cup, the colour pink
has played a dominant role

i atLa Sella. In order not to get

boring the organizers change

the decorations in the
' entrance hall of the Denia

Marriott Hotel every day but

Twitter has become a very powerful means of communication. It connects thousands of people in all parts of the world... @
and in this case is very useful because our players at La Sella tell the world about what is one of the most unique

and Manuel Elvira from Golf
+ as well as Guillermo
Salmerén from Radio Marca
serve to enliven this ProAm
which has been won by
Martina Gillen.

as the central theme. On the
eve of the tournament, the
winner’s trophy nestled
between golf balls under the
curious gaze of the fans
coming to Denia to enjoy one
of the best sporting events in
the Community of Valencia.

tournaments in the calendar. Each day we will bring you the best messages that the girls have posted at @EuroNationsCup.
Post your messages too and the most original will be published here.

.

r@EuroNationsCup

beckybrewerton:

tweet of the day )

Also have to say the course for @EuroNationsCup is looking amazing. Greens are
fast, rough is up. La Sella is top notch! @EuroNationsCup without doubt a class
[ event, one of the best to be involved in for a player.
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Jueves 14 Abril - Thursday 14th April

5 Nomway [ LUNDOREE, sl
08:45 ROMINGEI; Caroli
E3 SWITZERLAND ~—Areine
SEEHOLZER, Frederique
== RUSSIA VERCHENOVA, Ma'r-ia
KOSTINA, Anastasia
08:57 KUOSA, Jenni
=+ FINLAND WIKSTROM, Ursula
== AUSTRIA GERGELY, Nicolt?
MICHL, Stephanie
09:09 L7 IRELAND CODD, Rebecca
GILLEN, Martina
DENMARK JORGENSEN, Malene
09:21 TINNING, Iben
@ WALES BREWERTON, Becky
HALL, Lydia
SERGAS, Giuli
BT ITALY —
09:33 ZORZI, Veronica
: BOELJON, Christel
= NETHERLANDS SCHREEFEL, Dewi-Claire
T FRANCE ICHER, Karine S
LAGOUTTE-CLEMENT, Virginie
09:45 LAING, Vikki
SCOTLAND MATTHEW, Catriona
== GERMANY MASSON, C_ar'oline
MONKE, Anja
09:57 DAVIES, L
= ENGLAND . —aurd
REID, Melissa
KIM, Christina
] LINCICOME, Brittany
10:09 = SPAIN HERNANDEZ, Maria
MUNOZ, Azahara
= AUSTRALIA HULL, Katherine, Karen
10:21 LUNN, Karen
) GUSTAFSON, Sophie
SWEDEN NORDQVIST, Anna
Printed by

Jueves14

8:45-16:00 h.
Primera Jornada de
Competicion
First round of competition
Fourball

Viernes15

8:45-16:00 h.
Segunda Jornada de
Competicion
Second round of
competition
Valencian Cup

19:30 h.
“Approaching the Sea”
Marina de Denia

Sabado16

8:45-16:00 h.
Tercera Jornada
Competicion
Third round of competition
Fourball

13:00 h.
Entrega de premios
concurso de dibujo
Drawing contest Awards

Domingo16

8:45-16:00 h.
Cuarta y Ultima Jornada
Competicion
Fourth and last round of
competition
Valencian Cup

16:00 h.
Entrega de premios y ceremonia
de clausura. Green del 18
Awards ceremony and closing
act at the 18th hole green
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